
MHC Club of the Peninsula Newsletter 
President’s Note 
 
Hello everyone!  
 
Summer is coming and with the new season, we have newly admitted students preparing to leave for 
campus and members of the MHC Class of 2018 arriving back in the Bay Area! It's so exciting to see the 
next generation continue with our wonderful traditions and thirst for knowledge. As alumnae, it's our duty 
to continue to provide wisdom and advice to the young minds of today. I encourage everyone to reach out 
to first-year students and young graduates at our annual send-off in August. Please watch your inbox for 
details. 
 
I also want to thank our members for all of your hard work this year! I know that with our busy schedules 
and life not giving us a break that it isn't easy to take time to create an event. When you host or organize 
an event, you are helping further our club's memories and experiences. To thank our esteemed members, 
I invite you all to come to our annual meeting on June 9 to catch up and meet our team of intellectual 
sisters for a special panel discussion on the subject of the arts, women, and contemporary society..  
 
I will close with a warm thank you. Hope to see you often in the year ahead! 
 
Cheers, 
 
Kirsten (Kiri) Petersen ’12 
peter20k@mholyoke.edu 
 
Upcoming Activities 
 
Brunch for 1980’s classes at Dinah’s Poolside Restaurant 
Sunday, June 3 at 10:30 a.m. 
RSVP to Karen Thurm Safran ’84 at  KarenThurmSafran@gmail.com 
 
Annual Meeting featuring The Arts, Women, and Contemporary Society: A Panel Discussion  
Saturday, June 9 from 11:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m 
Barbara Cooke Monks ’70 home in Almaden (South San Jose) 
Potluck lunch: please bring a favorite food, savory or sweet, to share. 
To RSVP and receive location information, please email Peri Caylor ’83 at pericaylor@gmail.com or text 
or leave a voicemail at 510-376-4379.  
We look forward to seeing you at this fun and thought provoking program!! 
 
Elections for 2018-19 MHC Club of the Peninsula Board Members 
Ballots will be available at the meeting (and were distributed by email).  
 
The Arts, Women, and Contemporary Society: A Panel Discussion 
Panel moderator: Peri Caylor ’83 
Panelists: Helen Wills Brown ’71, Clare Schweitzer ’12, Melissa West ’80, Trudy Levy ’69 
 

Helen Wills Brown ’71 
Helen has been singing for almost her whole life, first in church and school choruses, 
and then in excellent amateur choruses in Washington, D.C., St. Louis and the SF Bay 
Area.  In her four years at Mount Holyoke, Helen sang with the V8s (two years as the 
Pitch Pipe), The Glee Club and The Chamber Singers.  Helen had the great good 
fortune of being at MHC for the same four years that Tamara Brooks (then Knell) was 
the director of choruses.  Under Tamara’s baton, the MHC Chamber Singers toured 



Europe in the summer of 1971, premiering four songs by Vincent Persichetti at the 
Athens Festival.   Helen sang with the Abbey Chamber Singers in Washington, D.C. 
and had the thrilling experience of premiering Kenneth Leighton’s Crucifixus.  In her 
almost 40 years in the Bay Area Helen has sung in The California Revels, the Marin 
Chamber Singers, the Alta California Chamber Singers, and for the last five years in 
the California Bach Society, an exceptional chamber choir that will be performing on 
June 3 in the prestigious Berkeley Festival & Exhibition.  Amateur means lover and 
that is the perfect word for Helen’s relationship to singing!  
 
Trudy Levy ’69 
As Den mother of the FUSE, a group of artists at the Citadel Art Studios in San Jose, 
Trudy Levy works to create synergy and support among artists and to look for 
opportunities in which to do this. This is a very exciting time in Silicon Valley with new 
groups of artists coming together to promote the art community, many of which are 
lead by women. As a practicing architect, I had a very different, one might say cynical 
view of the public art funding  that we adapted to our structures, than I now do as an 
artist hoping to add to the beauty and excitement in my community. If that sounds like 
a political statement it is as I hope to become a member of the San Jose Art 
Commission, thanks to encouragement by Mary Hughes at our last annual meeting. 
 
Clare Schweitzer ’12 
Clare is a practitioner and researcher of screen dance  a hybrid form combining 
elements from the fields of dance and film, and is continuously reexamining both her 
own practice and the practices of the field at large. She received a B.A. in Dance and 
Mathematics cum laude with high honors from Mount Holyoke College and an M.A in 
Contemporary Dance Performance from the London Contemporary Dance School, 
focusing her dissertation research on contextual examinations of screendance 
festivals.  
 
In her creative work, Clare is interested in exploring universal predicaments through 
intimate and often humorous frames. Her films have been screened internationally at 
festivals such as the Perth Screendance Awards, Muestra Movimiento Audiovisual in 
Guadalajara, and dança em foco in Brazil. She recently collaborated on a video 
projection for the Alyssandra Katherine Dance Project which premiered at ODC 
Theater in August 2017. She currently works as a Development Associate at the San 
Francisco Dance Film Festival and has served on the festival’s screening committee.  
 
In 2018, Clare is hoping to create a film in the San Jose area and examine community 
and geographical contexts for screen dance in the process. 
 
Melissa West ’80 
Melissa lives and works in Santa Cruz, California. She loves painting because of the 
loose expressiveness of paint. She loves printmaking because of the workman-like 
process of carving and printing blocks. You will often find her out on the hiking trails, 
sketchbook in hand. 

 
Activities In the Works 
Fog to Foliage First-Year Student Send-off in August 
Visit the Testarossa Winery in Los Gatos, date and details TBD 
Mountain Day Hike in October; Mountain Day celebrations held at a few area locations on Mountain Day 
Founder’s Day Ice Cream Social - in November, for prospective students  
 
Get Involved! 



To Learn About Other Events... 
Check our Facebook group page Mount Holyoke Club of the Peninsula and email blasts for more 
information about these upcoming events. Also, if you’re interested in organizing an event, send a note to 
Joanne Hiratsuka Petersen ’71 at joanne@alumnae.mtholyoke.edu and for young alumnae events to 
Clare Schweitzer ’12 at clouschweitzer@gmail.com. We welcome new event ideas and can provide 
support to anyone who wants to participate as a leader! 

Membership Dues 
Join the club by paying your annual, tax-deductible (as allowed by the IRS) club dues. You can pay your 
dues by sending a check to Club Treasurer: Marie McElligott ’09: 340 N. 1st St. #2, Campbell, CA 95008. 
Dues are $20 (or $10 for classes of 2007-2018 as well as for class of 1965 and earlier classes). The 
club’s fiscal year is July 1 to June 30. Club dues and contributions to support the cost of the club’s 
activities including social and educational programming and local events and activities for prospective and 
incoming students. The Mount Holyoke Club of the Peninsula is a registered 501c3 nonprofit organization. 

 
Become an Admission Volunteer 
Share your MHC Spring with prospective students and their families by becoming an admission volunteer! 
You may attend a college fair, interview local students or join other admission related activities. If you are 
interested, contact Eliz Adem ’13, alumnae admission representative, at adem22e@mtholyoke.edu.  
 
 
Past Activities 
 
Celebration of Mary Lyon’s 221st Birthday with special guest, President Sonya Stephens  
Margaret Chai Maloney ’92 opened her lovely house on February 24 for this well-attended gathering. The 
conversations were thought provoking, food was fabulous, and the president’s talk inspiring! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



March Brunches 
 
2010-2017: Melissa Ibarra ’12 and Eliz Adem ’13 enjoyed great food and conversation on 

March 4 at Stacks in Menlo Park. 
 
1990-1999: Laura Prentiss ’91 and Janet Chang Bernadicou ’91 had a great time reflecting on the 

past, the present and considering the future on March 17 at Cafe Borrone in Menlo 
Park. 

 
1980-1989: It was a mini MHC '80s alumnae reunion with intriguing non-stop conversation on 

March 18 at Aqui Restaurant in Cupertino; these five Uncommon Women -- Beth 
Sears '85, Elia Phailbus-Latif '83, Peri Caylor '83,  Karen Thurm Safran '84, and 
Yasmin Aladin Chandrasekher '84 -- had such a great time that they forgot to take a 
photo! So, use your imagine and picture them sitting for three hours (!) talking about 
everything imaginable. It was so much fun that the '80s decade is hoping to have 
quarterly get-togethers. Please contact Karen with questions 
(KarenThurmSafran@gmail.com). 

 
1970-1979: A group of alumnae 

gathered at the Joy Luck 
Palace in Cupertino, 
coordinated by Joanne 
Hiratsuka Petersen ’71 
and Barbara Cooke 
Monks ’70.  Alumnae who 
attended: Ellen Brigham 
'75, Sue Perry Pines '73 
(Joanne's little sister at 
MHC!), Jamie 
Schwarzfeld '70, Pat Showalter '74 and Betty Cheng '83 (joined for fun)The 70’s 
classes have held this brunch at Joy Luck before and wonder if it’s time to find a new 
place (suggestions welcome!). As always, there was great food, great conversation, 
and lovely reconnection with classmates. The group is thinking of doing another 
brunch in the fall; if there’s any interest, so email Joanne if you want to be included! 
(joanne@alumnae.mtholyoke.edu) 

 
1940-69: Linda Stinchfield ’69 (photographer) Lassie Barela ’65, Trudy Levy ’69, Bev Harrison 

’65, Ann Raphael ’62, and Barbara Derbyshire ’60, and Amy Laden ’65 (who had to 
leave early to tutor and missed the photo) gathered at Michaels at Shoreline in 

Mountain View to discuss 
what each person is 
doing now and the group 
reminisced about past 
club events. They 
decided to create a 
process to reach out to 
older alumnae in the area 
and will share additional 
information in a future 
newsletter. 
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April Rose Drops  
As is a celebratory club tradition, roses were delivered to 29 area admits. Volunteers drive to the admits’ 
high schools and “drop” the roses, sometimes getting the chance to connect with the admits!  This year 
the program was coordinated by Anne Raphael ’62 and Joanne Hiratsuka Petersen ’71. The fantastic 
rose droppers were: Leah Turner ’89, Gina Jose, Peri Caylor ’83, Margaret Chai Maloney ’92 and Trudy 
Levy ’69.  If you’re interested in doing this next year, email joanne@alumnae.mtholyoke.edu. 
 
 
Admitted Students’ Reception in April 
To welcome the students admitted to the Class of 2022, alumnae from the Mount Holyoke Clubs of the 
Peninsula and Northern California gathered in celebration at the home of Amy Andersen ’89 in San 
Francisco.  Local alumnae attending included: Eliz Adem ’13,  Eleanor Chang ’78, Hannah Groce ’08, 
Leah Hellerstein ’08, Namia McQueen ’11, Joanne Hiratsuka Petersen ’71, Kiri Petersen ’12, and Clare 
Schweitzer ’12. 
 
. 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We Look forward to seeing everyone at our Annual Meeting June 9! 


