Mount Holyoke Class of 1962 50th Reunion

Panel Discussion Between the Classes of 1962 and 2012

Women Then and Now: The Altered Lives of Women

Catherine Onyemelukwe, ‘62, introduced panel and panelists, noting that 1962 women took for granted right to vote that women who celebrated 50th reunion at 1962 graduation did not even have that right.

Professor Eleanor Townsley moderated: She observed that this was conceived as a talk show with questions posed by the class of 2012 and the class of 1962 to each other
Her first question to 2012 from 1962: your shoes – we tried for 50 years to get women out of high heels, though one of our panelists still wears her stilettos occasionally. Are stilettos evil? 

Panelist Lazora noted that the question revealed issues of choice and diversity which is what feminism is all about. 
2012 asked about life at Mount Holyoke in 1962: What was gracious living came up. 1962 felt that eating together was a great way to exchange ideas, missing for 2012. Civil rights was a galvanizing issue for some women in 1962. 

2012 panelists were asked how they came to choose Mount Holyoke. Do they want Mount Holyoke to remain single sex? Yes. Question of reason to choose a single sex educational college came from class of 2012. Both classes saw it as a benefit to women to learn leadership, get leadership experience. Emily observed that in a small college there is closer relationship with faculty. She also observed that MHC can be an example globally, not just locally. “Female voices are often silenced by society. MHC is a place where you can find your voice,” one of 2012 panelists said. Susan Holcombe, 1962, noted need for college like MHC in contemporary world. It validates women.. “It is still a struggle for women to be heard in many settings.” She also said there is the need to encourage women to have commitment to their communities and to the world. MHC education encourages women to go out in the world and do something with their education. Judy Osborne, 1962, reflected that MHC bolsters choice not just to lead, but to be led by women specifically. 
1962 asked class of 2012 whether marriage is important, and at what age. 2012 said term ‘significant other’ is useful. Marriage is not always necessary. 1962 less freedom about sex; Judy said term used was “all but intercourse". Pill was not widely available. 

Emily, 2012, said in response to question about what kind of community they expect to live in: “Ours is an age of Internationalization. We recognize need to bring new voices to table.” Lazora spoke of issue of social justice. We want to learn how to relate with compassion, spread equality. 

“It’s important how women are represented,” 1962’s Susan said. She thought images of women today are worse than in 1962. She expressed concern for South Asian women who are sometimes perceived as sexual objects. 
2012 women do not want to settle down right away. They want to travel, experience different possibilities. Lazora said, “My plan is to get a plan, but not in a hurry."
Moderator asked class of 1962 “What advice do you have for 2012?” 

Need to find time to have space in your life. 

Susan argued need to take risks, learn to live with discord and uncertainty. 
Honey quoted Admiral Grace Hopper: "A battleship is safe in port but that is not where it is supposed to be." Need to take chances, but be kind to others, she said. 
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