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It is my privilege and pleasure to reintroduce to you our classmate Carol Verburg, who you will all remember as the author of our Junior Show.  We Can Save the World (or, Lighten Up! Get Yourself Together!) made history by turning MHC’s traditional class play into a political rock musical.  We hadn’t yet heard of HAIR, which had recently opened in New York -- this was our music, our take on the 60s.  Looking back, Carol sees Junior Show as more than an artistic landmark.  In giving voice to the freedom and boldness of our generation, along with our values, gifts, and identity as women, the Class of 1970 helped start a cultural revolution that’s led from Wendy Wasserstein’s Uncommon Women (and Others) to Lin-Manuel Miranda’s Hamilton.
As the choreographer working with Carol, I recall our rehearsals in Chapin and the thrill of our loud voices and bare feet resonating on that stage.  Did we not launch the political career of our star, Judy Harris, who rose from leading a rock & roll band to be mayor of Shaker Heights, Ohio?
After graduating from MHC as an English composition major, Carol began with a publishing career, which segued into creative writing.  She edited academic and popular books in the social sciences, sciences, and international literature in San Francisco and Boston, then moved to Cape Cod, where she dove back into theater.  
She produced many original “entertainments” by Tony Award-winning writer and artist Edward Gorey, and directed a number of plays, including Hamlet (with sets by Gorey) and Peter Shaffer’s last masterpiece, The Gift of the Gorgon.  Her own plays have won awards from the Ashland New Plays Festival, the Utah Shakespearean Festival, and Centenary Stage Company’s Women Playwrights Series.  Now she’s writing mystery novels and editing the quarterly Semaphore on Telegraph Hill in San Francisco. 
Although she lives in California, Carol’s two mystery series center on Massachusetts.  Croaked and Zapped take place on Cape Cod, while Silent Night Violent Night stars MHC alumna Cory Goodwin, a Boston journalist whose father is NY private eye Archie Goodwin.  Cory will reappear this spring in Another Number for the Road, which, like Junior Show, features a 60s rock & roll band.  A member of the group Sisters in Crime, Carol also leads the Indie Publishers’ Working Group at the Mechanics’ Institute Library.  When asked to describe her world, she noted, “It’s a moveable feast.  I have a cat beside my desk, a fig tree fruiting in my living room, a kumquat tree in the parking area, and numerous friends of diverse age, gender, appearance, and inclination along with invisible communities online.”  Some of her best friends, old and new, are MHC alums.
Carol noted in her reunion summary, “The mandate of the NESLACT -- New England Small Liberal Arts College Tradition -- was noblesse oblige -- “With privilege comes responsibility.  As graduates of MHC, we would solve the social problems of mankind with the sensibility of women.”  

Our work on the same is still evolving, no?
Sharon Murray Lorenzo

